Melbourne ticks all the right
boxes — culture, food, Cojfee,
sport. shopping... But outside
of the box, the city starts to
get really interesting.
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GETTING THERE To book your flight
0 Melbourne, visit www.virginaustralia.
com or simply call 13 67 89 (in Australia).
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Must-see Spots .. .o

find the real Melbourne on a tourist map. To really
experience the city you need to get outand get busy.
See some rock’n’roll at Cherry Bar (ACDC Lane,
Melbourne; +61 3 9639 8122; www.cherrybar.com,
au). This grungy, sweaty, CBD laneway bar is a
hangout for musos and music fans with gigs nearly
every night of the week. The city’s most iconic music
venue, however, is St Kilda's The Esplanade Hotel
(left; 11 The Esplanade: +61 3 9534 0211; www.espy.
com.au), fondly known by everyone as The Espy.
Drop by the Slow Food Farmers’ Market on the
fourth Saturday of each month at The Abbotsford
Convent (1 St Heliers St, Abbotsford; +613 9415
3600; www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au). Farmers
markets are integral to Melbourne life and this one
takes place in the grounds of an interesting arts and
cultural precinct set on more than six idyllic hectares
on the Yarra River only a few kilometres from the
CBD. Lose yourself in some laneway art: street art

is huge in Melbourne and the best partisit’s all free,
Good spots to start exploring include Hosier Lane,
Centre Place and Union Lane. Reward your intrepid
ramblings with a coffee — or a Negroni — at Bar
Americano (20 Presgrave Place, Melbourne; www.

baramericano.com), which has the tiny Trink Tank
gallery attached (www.trinktan k.com).
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Top contemporary British cuisine can
be found at The Commoner (above; 122
Johnston St, Fitzroy; +61 3 9415 6876
www.thecommoner.com.au), a
decorated, double-storey
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Where to stay

tuch like the city itself, Melbourne’s accommodation options

> from the quirky and arty to the downright opulent,

| The Cullen (top: 164 Commercial Rd, Prahran; www.artseries

hotels.com.au/cullen) is known as the most out there of the Art

Series hotels, and is close to Chapel Street shopping and dining,

24N The Adelphi (187 Flinders Lane, Melbourne; www.adelphi

‘:on“.‘.m‘ has undergone a makeover and been rebranded as a ‘desser.t’

zotsl. with the Om Nom Dessert Bar (above) a key attraction.

“Limited-service” hotel chain Tune (609 Swanston St

C ‘;1 riton; www.tunehotels.com) is another new addition, and offers,

glammed-up budget rooms where you only pay for what you use

such as towels, toiletries, air-conditioning and television)

For five-star opulence, it's hard to go past Crown T

(8 Whiteman St, Southbank; www.crownhotels.com.au), na Vi

Australia’s best hotel in the 2013 International Hotel A“;md?ed

e foe Hattog (65 Park St, S.outh Yarra; Www.hatton.co .

Lonlya fo‘ur star boutique hotel set in a beautifully restoreq s

terrace, it's right around the corner from the Royal Botanic Gearglt: i

ns.
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DON’T LEAVE
WITHOUT- A

xperiencing some of the city’s i.C(.)nic Cltury
 rions. It might have been’orlgl.n?lly
.ded for kids but Ola Cohn’s Fairies Tree
in Fitzroy Gardens (below; East
\elbourne; www.fitzroygardens.com) h?s become
o favourite Jandmark fqr mé}ny'MEII_)urmans.
;)l’cmll'ﬁ‘c' you can’t visit this city W1thc?ut trying
the coffee. If perching at the bar at the iconic
pellegrini’s (66 Bourke St; Melbournef +613 966)
1885) is too clichéd, try Marios (opposite below,
303 Brunswick St, FitZroy; +61 3 9417 3343; wwy,
marioscafe.com.au) or one of the ‘third-wave
coffee’ set, such as Auction Rooms (103-107
Errol St, North Melbourne; +61 39326 7749;
www.auctionroomscafe.com.au). Queuing
for a bratwurst at Bratwurst Shop & Co or
a spinach and cheese borek at The Borek Shop
in the deli hall of the Queen Victoria Market
(opposite above: cnr Elizabeth and Victoria
streets; +61 3 9320 5822; Www.qViT.COm.au)
is a Melbourne rite of passage, as is touching
the Waterwall outside the National Gallery
of Victoria (180 St Kilda Rd, Melbourne;
+61 3 8620 2222; www.ngv.vic.gov.au). »
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SUBURB SPOTLIGHT

Thor 2 be small but it's definitely on the rise and is now home to a‘new wave of creative types (read rent

“ombury, in Melbourne’s no.rth, may #86) from the city will get you to its heart, the corner of High Street and Normanby Avenue. Travel
~\Gees). A 40-minute tram e (romfe including Short Round (number 731; +61 3 9484 3904; www.shortround.com.au), Lowlands

=~I“; High Street to find great little c& ls spot.com.au) and Umberto Espresso Bar (above left; number 822; +613 9484 8654; www.umberto.
“\imbes g5 wwwtowlandsespresso.b Ogt S | (above right: number 776; +61 3 9484 9760; www.northst.com.au), cool independent

- ‘“ _ Also look for a hip florist, North (top left and right; number 591; +61 3 9942 0754; www.thornburyrecords.com) and Records

Ezc e ;eia, res, such as Tmmbur;gmmcofdsemwm ,au)', and a great, rather o.mate live-music venue, The Thornbury Theatre (number
153 3\ngudrg 2335351?;:\21 ih?thomburymeatre.com). There are interesting new and vintage homewares at The Manufactory (number 881;

‘ | ey G www.perimeterbooks.com). »
W 1} €manufactory.com.au) and an excellent bookshop,
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For theatre and ¢

Hidden cultural gems

Sture ‘/’a«ultcreatm
stalled in the Clty

w Peril’ by its detractors, the

Batman Park for many years ungilis

e Australian Centre for Comempom,ym

k; +613 9697 9999; www.accaonling

8D, visit the City Library (253 Flinders Lane

.melbournelibraryservice.comag)
g the piano on the mezzanine level

rt, check out Fortyfive Downstairs (lef:

-

45 Flinders Lane, Melbourne; +613 9662 9966; www.forty
rs.com). And don’t forget Melbourne's quirky
museums: The Salvation Army Heritage Centre (69 Bourke
St, Melbourne; +61 3 9653 3270; www.salvationarmy.org.au)
the Victoria Police Museum (637 Flinders St, Melboume: 461
3 9247 5214; www.policemuseum.vic.gov.au) and the Grainger
Museum (University of Melbourne, Gate 13, Royal Parade,
Parkville; +61 3 8344 5270; www.grainger.unimelb.edua):
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Victorian-born Tony Ellwood
recently returned to Melbourne to take
up the role as director of the National Gallery
of Victoria (180 St Kilda Rd, Melbourne; www.
ngv.vic.gov.au). Here's his inside view of the
city. What do you love most about life in
Melbourne? The weather. After five years

in Queensland, it is a relief to come back to
Melbourne’s climate. People complain about
four seasons in one day — | love it. Where
do you like to shop? The back streets of
Melbourne are doing the most interesting
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things. Of course, we have Fitzr
Gertrude Street, Victoria Street
and Sydney Road in Brunswick
diversity in Melbourne, but the |
are popping up in old milk bars
behind the strips and in residen
brilliant. Favourite bookstore?
in the city (86 Bourke St;+613
WWW.hillOfCOﬂtentbOOkShOp‘Co

0Y's (above)
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Hill of Content
9662 9472;
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Spotlight’, previous page) is ",{ f
an old theme. The best takea:
Melbourne Market's dim sims
Coventry St, South Melbours
6295; www.southmelbourn
We have convinced this inst

to sell their dim sims at the
during our current exhibit
What’s so special about t
celebrates what is uniqu
design and architecture ¢
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